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Afghanistan Opens Air Cargo Corridors
with Europe, Russia, China, and UAE

Afghanistan has opened air
corridors  with  Europe,
Russia, China, UAE and
India in recent years. Foreign
diplomats, costumes depart-
ments, ministry of commerce
and industries were partici-
pated in this opening
ceremony.
These corridors were
officially inaugurated on
Thursday, 27 September
2018 by Mr. Khan Jan Aloko-
zay the first vice president of
ACCI and Mr.Ajmal Moham-
madi, President Ghani's advi-
sor on financial and banking
affairs. Meanwhile a number
of government officials,
airlines companies, private
sector members, and domes-
tic and international media
journalists were also present.

Mr.Alokozay welcomed the
government leadership, and
thanked Mr.Ajmal Moham-
madi and his team for

enabling the air corridors to
Europe, Russia, China, and
UAE.

"During 16 years there were a
number of trade obstacles
that hindered the flow of
goods and as well as invest-
ments."

Mr. Alokozay added that "the
first meeting I had with presi-
dent Ghani on behalf of the
private sector, we talked on
how to enable alternative
ways for export. Fortunately
Afghanistan is connected
now with China, the Middle
Asia, Europe and Russia; and
over 80 % of transport prob-
lems is solved and last year
nearly 1 billion worth of fresh
and dry fruits are exported to
different countries through
air corridors."

Mr. Alokozay asked traders
to improve their packaging
processes to meet interna-

tional standards, especially
for saffron, fresh fruit and
nuts that will be exported to
international markets.

Mr.Atiqullah Nasrut the CEO
of ACCI also addressed the
participants, and said that the
air corridor will decrease
Afghanistan's lose in transit,
and will increase the busi-
nesses access to international
markets, but as he put, in long
term the transit issues need to
be resolved and Afghanistan's
access to regional and inter-
national markets should be
improved through roads and
railways.

It is notable that the first air
corridor between Kabul and
Delhi was opened in 1396
followed by air corridors that
linked our market to Kazakh-
stan, Turkey, and UAE,
China and Europe markets.
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ACCI Proyides In ernship Program
for Afghan Private Businesses

B Monday, 22 October 2018

ACCI in collaboration with
GIZ Sustainable Economic
Development and Employ-
ment Promotion Program
began a three month intern-
ship program for the Afghan
businesses, in Kabul.

This program is intended to
provide job opportunities for
returnees, internally
displaced people (IDP) who
are displaced due to security
and climate challenges, from
other provinces and resettled
in Kabul.

Mr. Alhaj Ghulam Nabi
Fidezada ACCI board
member, Mr. Shafiqullah

Atayee the COO and 50
interns participated in the
event. Mr. Atayee appreci-
ated the GIZ’s cooperation in
deferent areas. “This is a
great opportunity for the
interns who don’t have suffi-
cient work experience and
seek jobs," said Mr. Atayee,
"And now, at least a group of

them can take the advantage
of this program". According
to Mr. Atayee, such programs
will allow IDPs and Return-
ees with some extent of prac-
tical skills, to inter into the
market. He hoped that the
program will be extended to
different provinces.

Mr. Alhaj Ghulam Nabi Eidi- §

zada, also highlighted the
importance of the program in
his speech and asked the
interns to attend with full
commitment and get the best
of the internship program, so
that it will become a turning
point in their search for
sustainable and well-paid
jobs in across the private
sector.

Later in the event, the espe-
cial committee interviewed
the internship candidates and
introduced them to interested
companies.
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Balkh-Istanbul air corridor inaugurated

Wednesday, 09 January 2019

Following the continues
efforts made by ACCI and
relevant government authori-
ties, the Balkh- Istanbul and
Europe Air corridor inaugu-
rated by President advisor in
finance and banking affairs.
Many local government
official including Balkh
governor, Deputy Minister of
Industry and Commerce,
Balkh Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries
CEO/Chairman, Turkish
consul general in Balkh, head
of Balkh provincial assembly
and dozens of private sector
members participated in this
opening event.

The first Air cargo carried 5
tons of dry fruits (2 tons
raisin and 3 tons dry berry) by
Turkish Airline to London.
Speakers of the opening
ceremony emphasized on Air
corridor's importance and its
role in economic develop-
ment, especially in export
promotion.

Opening new air corridors
between Afghanistan and
other countries are an effec-
tive way to boost Afghan
exports across the world. The
private sector had lobbied for
the air corridor for several
years which was finally imple-
mented under the direction of
his Excellency President
Ashraf Ghani, and sincere
efforts made by relevant
government agencies.

ACCI, as the leading private
sector organization appreci-
ates all who have contributed
in making this achievement
and would like to call for
improving cooperation
among relevant agencies to

further  dtreamline  the
processes and improve the
necessary infrastructures,
legal conditions and proce-
dures to help our domestic
products to reach the right
markets in the right time.

It is worth mentioning that
the first air corridor was
opened in 2017, and until
then about 6091.7 tons of
goods including dry fruit,
saffron, pine nut, carpet, medi-
cal plants and vegetable with
a total worth of 107§ million
USD, are sent in 399 flights
to India, china, turkey,
Kazakhstan, UAE, Russia,
and Europe.




The first pilot shipment through Lapis Lazuli Route Inaugurated

Thursday, 13 December 2018

The first pilot shipment
through lapis lazuli route
inaugurated by President
Ashraf Ghanion 13 Dec 2018
in Herat province.

A day before the inaugura-
tion, a press conference was
held 1n Government Media
and Information Center)
where Mr. Shah Husain Mur-
tazawi1, deputy spokesperson
of the president, Mr. Atiqul-
lah Nusrat CEO of ACCI, and
deputies of ministries of
Finance, Transport, Indus-
trics & Commerce spoke to
the press regarding the new
route.

"The 1nauguration of lapis
lazul1 route 1s part of foreign
economic policy of the
government called the five
circle, ' Mr.  Murtazawi
"which will revive the
historical position of
Afghanistan as a transit hub”.
“The lapis lazuli route can
connect Afghanistan's two
ports (Ageena and Torg-
hondi) with Caucuses and
Europe,"” he added. Accord-

ing to Mr. Murtazawi, the
route goes through Turk-
menistan, Azerbaijan, Geor-
gia and Turkey.

Meanwhile Mr. Atiqullah
Nusrat, the CEO of ACCI
shared the private sectors
perception regarding the
importance of the new route
for the economy of the coun-
try and as well as the private

sector growth.
"During last 15 years, the
private sector continually

lobbied to resolve transit
problems" said Mr. Nusrat,
"and 1ntroduce alternative
routes, including the revival
of lapis lazuli transit route".
"Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industries,"
he added "believes that the
introduction of new routes
can help  Afghanistan
improve 1ts exports and
regain its strategic position in
connecting the regional mar-
kets".

According to Mr. Nusrat,
there are some critical chal-
lenges that hinder an easy and

fast movement of the goods
and people between Afghani-
stan and 1ts business partners.
In order to address those
challenges he suggested the
installation of special visa
sticker under permission of
eco organization, solving
road pass problem, enhancing
Asycuda System to consider
TIR requirements, establish-
ing equipped terminals at
Torghondi and Ageena ports,
establishing one stopshop in
Afghan customs, establishing
special green lines for TIR
system 1n relevant customs,
providing Incentives for the
TIR operating companies.

The first shipment under
TIR system, through lapis
lazuli corridor included 83
tons of cotton wool, 23 tons
of raisins, 26 tons of water-
melon seeds and 2.5 tons of

Sesame.
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Tuesday, 27 March 2018

Mr. Atiqullah Nusrat, the
CEO of Afghanistan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
tries (ACCI) met with
Mr.Carsten Schmitz-

Hoffmann, GIZ Afghanistan
country director, Mr.
Ambrose Dotzer, director
GIZ/SEDEP and Dr. Masood
Parwanfar, the GIZ advisor at
his office on Tuesday, March
27th 2018 .

Mr. Nusrat welcomed the
delegation and appreciated
the efforts of GIZ during the
past 10 years and thanked
GIZ for implementing the
specific projects to support
the private sector of Afghani-
stan. He also briefed the
delegation about some recent
improvements and mega
projects including TAPI and
other progresses as well as
incentives by the government
of Afghanistan for private
sector especially in mining
sector.

Mr. Hoffmann, Appreciated
ACCI achievements and
close cooperation with GIZ
and gave information about
his previous engagements
and insisted on more bilateral
cooperation between ACCI
and GIZ in the future.

He supposed ACCI coopera-
tion and partnership of great
value and importance toward
supporting the private sector
of Afghanistan. He also
pledged to encourage
German investors to invest in
Afghanistan.

At the end of the meeting,
the MoU of cooperation was
signed by Mr. Atiqullah
Nusrat and Mr. Ambrose
Dotzer. ACCI also awarded
an appreciation letter to Dr.
Masood Parwanfar for his

good cooperation with the
private sector of Afghani-
Stan
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® Jurisdictional.
® Le Tribunal Arbitral.
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